PENNSYLVANIA Pennsylvania State Fire Academy
1150 Riverside Drive
Lewistown, PA 17044-1979

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency
2605 Interstate Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17110

Minimum Standard for Accreditation (MSA)

Original program: 03/2011

Revised: 03/2015
Course Title: G-557 Rapid Needs Assessment Course Code: G-557
Length of Course: 8 Hours Lecture/Lab Breakdown: 7 Hours /1 Hour

Target Audience The target audience for this course includes local government elected
and emergency management positions and allied professionals who plan and implement
their community’s Rapid Needs Assesment.

Prerequisites: Volunteer or Paid position in emergency services or emergency
management. FEMA Independent Study Program-100 (or equivalent) and Independent
Study Program -200 (or equivalent).

Referenced Texts: FEMA G-557 Rapid Needs Assessment (RNA) Student Manual.
Instructor Guide and PowerPoint provided on CD by PEMA.

Course Goal: This training will equip participants with the basic skills needed to
develop plans and procedures to conduct rapid preliminary needs assessments following
disaster.

Description of Course: This is a one day course to give communities a baseline
understanding of developing the plan and procedures for rapidly and efficiently collecting
disaster intelligence immediately following a disaster. This intelligence is used to
prioritize response activities, allocate available resources, and specifically request
resources from other sources to save and sustain lives.

Description of Methodology to be used: (Brief): Lecture, discussions, activities, and

PowerPoint presentations.

Student Equipment/Supply Needs: Note taking materials (Pen/Pencil, paper), student
manual.

Equipment/Audiovisual/Supply requirements: Classroom setting with chairs and
tables; computer with capabilities to play DVDs, LCD projector screen.

Special Notes & Conditions: Minimum of 10, Maximum of 30 students in the class.
One Instructor is required for delivery of this course.
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COURSE OUTLINE

Content Notes

Unit 1: Administration and Safety

Unit 2: Starting Points and Exercise 1
Unit 3: Planning and Priorities

Unit 4: Data Collection and Transmission
Unit 5: Analysis of Information

Unit 6: Training and Exercise

Unit 7: Review

Final Exam and Certificate Presentation

Competency Evaluation Mechanism (Brief description-attach copy): A 10 question

exam. Exam is considered passing with a score of 70%. Candidate has one (1) retest
attempt to pass.
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Course Objectives (specific): At the conclusion of this course participants will be able

Explain the purpose of a Rapid Needs Assessment.

Describe the starting point for planning for a Rapid Needs Assessment.
Describe the process for staffing a Rapid Needs Assessment.

Describe the basic tools required to support the Rapid Needs
Assessment process.

Describe the Importance of planning data collection.

Describe the importance of redundant data transmission systems and
means.

Describe the importance of analyzing and reviewing data.

Describe additional data sources available to support analysis.

Describe the various methods of training that can be used to support
the program.

Describe how Rapid Needs Assessment plans and actions can be
exercised in the community.

Questions/Comments: Contact the State Fire Academy Assistant Administrator
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