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Pennsylvania State Fire Academy

1150 Riverside Drive

Lewistown, PA 17044-1979

(717) 248 1115
In PA: 1 800 459 4096
FAX (717) 248 3580

Minimum Standard for Accreditation (MSA)






Original program:  December 1996
   



      Revised:     January 2009
Course Title:  Rapid Intervention Teams
Length of Course:  4 Hours                       Lecture/Lab Breakdown:  4/0

Prerequisites:  Suggested membership with or career with an emergency services provider.

Referenced Texts:  NFPA 1500 and 1561;   SOGs from various fire departments
Course Goal:  Reduce firefighter injuries and deaths in Pennsylvania.  Fire ground rescue teams may prevent firefighter deaths or reduce the severity of injuries inflicted on firefighters by being formed on scene with proper equipment and training.
Description of Course:  This program is designed to prepare fire department personnel for implementation of a stand-by rescue team at structure fires and certain other incidents.  Information is provided from existing fire departments utilizing the concept successfully.
Description of Methodology to be used: (Brief)  Lecture, classroom discussion, demonstrations and use of PowerPoint and handouts.  

Student Equipment/Supply Needs:  Note taking material is recommended.  One copy of the PowerPoint handout per student.  Handout remains property of the student.
Equipment/Audiovisual/Supply requirements:  Classroom setting with chairs and tables; computer, LCD projector, screen; additional handouts per instructor choice including copies of various fire departments’ policies on rapid intervention teams.  Instructor must have a copy of the RITC CD.
Special Notes & Conditions:  None
COURSE OUTLINE

Time                                                        Content                                                    Notes
 :

:15

Introduction, registration, and overview

:15

Definition, history, and explanation of various names of concept.

:30

Case studies of fireground incidents and discussion of impact



   of concept.

:05

Firefighter death statistics and causes
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COURSE OUTLINE  cont.
Time                                                        Content                                                    Notes
:10

Discussion of N.F.P.A. 1500, 1561, and O.S.H.A. standards relative


   to concept

:30

Implementation, recommendations,  and use of concept

2:00

Rescue techniques

:15

Review and discussion                                                             

Competency Evaluation Mechanism (Brief description-attach copy):   Periodic questioning by instructor throughout presentation.

Course Objectives (specific):  At the conclusion of the class the participant will:

1.
be able to define R.I.T., R.I.C., and F.A.S.T.


2.
be able to explain the concept and reasoning for rapid intervention teams.


3.
be able to identify national standards referencing the concept.


4.      have sufficient information to assist with implementation of the concept 

         for his/her fire department.

5.      be able to describe techniques to locate, disentangle and remove a down 

         firefighter                                                

Questions/Comments: Contact the Curriculum Specialist
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